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Alison Caliendo 

 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters of Foster Kinship,  

 

When I first arrived in Las Vegas seven years ago, I then began working with children in foster care. My first 

client was a six-year-old boy who was living with his grandparents. He was the charming, smart, tenanious, 

and FULL of energy. Living with his grandparents meant he could grow up in his neighborhood and stay 

connected to friends, family, and his sense of self. I couldn’t imagine how much harder his young life would 

be if he was not able to stay with his grandparents, and I was so grateful these wonderful people stepped up 

for their grandson.  

 

However,  the issues of these grandparents were complex and overwhelming: older age and poor health 

impacted their parenting; pre-natal drug and alcohol exposure impacted the child’s physical and mental 

health; and they were all coping with family dynamics of addiction and generational cycles of abuse and 

neglect. Compounding the issues, these caregivers struggled to obtain resources and support, and yet were 

doing their best with very little to provide a loving home for this little boy. I explained my concern to a 

colleague, adding that there was so little I felt could do for the child unless the grandparents were provided 

more resources and support.  “You need to think bigger,” he said. “You need to address this problem at the 

right level.” That first little boy, and that conversation, pushed me found Foster Kinship, and this year, we 

will be celebrating five years of keeping home in the family!  

 

It is a blessing to me to look back at all we have accomplished working to guarantee all children in kinship 

care have the opportunity for a vibrant future. Growth is the best way to describe our work this year: we have 

expanded our partnership with the Department of Family Services and have begun facilitating kinship 

licensing classes, assisting over 420 caregivers to complete their required training! We provided kinship 

navigation services to 550 new families. We also have expanded our team this year – starting with just three 

and ending the year with a team of 11 and over 40 volunteers! But most importantly, we have touched the 

lives of 1,655 children in 2016, strengthening their families by ensuring safer, more stable, and more 

nurturing care.  

 

Your gifts made it all possible. Thank  you for helping keep home in the family for vulnerable children!  

 Alison Caliendo 
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2016 FOSTER KINSHIP PARTNERS 
As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, we rely on the generosity of our partners to accomplish our 

mission. We would like to the thank the following individuals, organizations, and foundation for 

supporting us as we work to ensure that every child in kinship care are in safe, stable, and nurturing 

homes.  

Platinum ($15,000 – Above)  
Robert S. & Dorothy J. Keyser Foundation 

Gold ($10,000 - $14,999) 
Anthem Community Church 

Silver ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Clifford and LaVonne Graese Foundation 

Engelstad Family  

In-N-Out Burger Child Abuse Foundation  

Martha O’Donnell 

Terry Caliendo 

Bronze ($2,500 - $4,999) 
American West Development, Inc.  

Henderson Community Foundation 

Union Pacific  

Friend ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Eric & Connie Pryde 

Frank and Victoria Fertitta Foundation, LTD 

Michael Salvatori 

Speedway Children’s Charities – Las Vegas Chapter 

Touch of Love 

Community Partners/Event Sponsors 

Anthem Community Church, Aveda Institute, Charles Marshall Foundation, 

Center for Spiritual Living, Children’s Advocacy Alliance, Clark County 

Department of Family Services, Clark County Foster Parent Champions, Clark 

County’s 2017 Management Leadership Academy, Clark County Parks & 

Recreation, Country Financial, Dermody Properties, Desert Rose Counseling, 

Eagle Scouts, Family Dollar Stores, Foster Change, Futons 4 Less, Infinity 

Hospice Care, Karma Bed, Legal Aid Center for Southern Nevada, Peggy’s 

Attic, Pink Box Doughnuts, QPI Nevada, Ross Stores, Smith’s, The Cleaning 

Authority, Through the Eyes of a Child Foundation, USBorne Books and More 
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Safe 

Homes 

Permanent 

Homes 

Nurturing 
Homes 

Foster Kinship strengthens kinship caregivers’ capacity to 

provide safe, permanent, and nurturing homes for children. 

Our first goal is to build a foundation of safety for children by meeting the 

immediate needs of the kinship family. To meet the immediate needs of 

the kinship family, Foster Kinship provides emergency resources of 

diapers, food, clothing, car seats, beds, and cribs to kinship family in need. 

Foster Kinship also connect kinship families to community resources to 

support the ongoing needs of the kinship family.  

Our second goal is to provide the most permanent home 

for children by stabilizing the kinship family. In order to 

stabilize the kinship family, Foster Kinship provides 

expertise and resources to help kinship caregivers 

establish an appropriate legal relationship to the children 

in their care. This legal relationship establishes 

permanency and helps the family overcome legal barriers. 

To establish financial stability, Foster Kinship also assist 

families with application for financial support such as cash 

assistance, Medicaid, and food stamps.    

Our final goal is to create a nurturing home environment by increasing 

the caregiver’s capacity to meet the well-being needs of children. 

Foster Kinship creates a nurturing environment by increasing the 

number of formal and informal support systems for the kinship families. 

Kinship families are provided access to free support groups, education 

classes, therapeutic services, and holiday support.     

In 2016, Kinship Navigator Program served 614 families– 550 families were new and 64 families returned for 

ongoing services. On average, caregivers utilized four Kinship Navigator Services to achieve the program goals. 

Family Advocates completed 1,038 phone consultations and 331 in-person appointments at our Kinship Resource 

Center. 420 caregivers completed our Kinship Caregiver licensing training, 254 families  attended our information 

sessions, and we have begun our prevent child-sex abuse trainings.  

 

70 children received easter baskets, 300 children were provided backpacks and school supplies, 178 families 

received Thanksgiving boxes, and 285 children  received Christmas gifts from Foster Kinship in 2016. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Michele Howser, Ph.D., NCC, 

Board President 

 

Julie Wilson, M.A., L.M.H.C.A.,  

Board Vice-Chair 

 

Alicia Hart, Treasurer 

 

Sandra Ocampo, M.S.W., 

Secretary 

 

Dr. Michelle McGuire, Director 

 

Beth Howard, Director 

 

Mark Hinueber, Director 

 

 

ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Jan Wagner  

 

Stephanie Borene 

 

Tina Max 

 

KEY VOLUNTEERS 

 

Terry Caliendo 

 

Martha O’Donnell 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

 

Alison Caliendo, M.A., Founder 

and Executive Director  

 

Madison Sandoval-Lunn 

Nani Garrett 

Sandy Vargas 

Leah Dods 

Anntesha Chesterton 

Aminah Muhammad 

Michelle Pulido 

Katherine Vera 

Suddenly Crosby 

 

FOSTER 

KINSHIP  

THANKS  

YOU! 

 

 


